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Amnesty launches Stop 

Torture campaign at  

Press briefing in Halifax 

Multifest 30 opens 

June15: great music, 

food, street parties... 

P/8—P/9 P/6 

Paris summit on 

Boko Haram vows 

to eliminate the 

terrorist threat 

Egypt’s former 

military chief Sisi 

sweeps presidential 

election 

CAIRO, May 28 (Xinhua) 

 

E 
gypt's former military 

chief Abdel Fattah al-Sisi  

has swept the presidential 

elections with an overwhelming 

majority of votes. 

 Sisi's campaign team was 

quoted as saying that he got over 

93 percent of the ballots from the 

2,000 polling stations that were 

counted. His sole rival leftist 

Hamdeen Sabahy  secured fewer 

than 760,000 of the 24.7 million 

votes counted.   
 

See P/12 
Brazil’s President Dilma Rousseff gets a kick out of the game while battling street protests over the economy ahead of the World 

Cup which kicks off on June 12.    Photo: Glauber Queiroz/Portal da Copa/ME 

Football under Fire 

Paulo Ito/Facebook 

As hosts of this year’s World Cup, Brazil faces enormous 

challenges, and it’s unclear whether the sporting mega-

event will leave a positive legacy in the country. See P/11 

http://twitter.com/FLOTUS/status/464148654354628608/photo/1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:General_Al_Sisi.jpg
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World Refugee Day 
 

W orld Refugee Day is held every year on June 

20. It is a day to recognize the situation of 

refugees throughout the world and to draw the public’s 

attention to the millions of displaced people who have 

fled their homes due to war, or persecution. 

 No one is a refugee by choice. Refugees can 

be anyone; rich or poor; male or female; doctor or 

farmer.  A refugee is someone who has a well founded 

fear of persecution based on their race, religion, 

nationality, membership of a particular social group, or 

political opinion, is outside the country of her/his 

nationality, and due to that fear, is unable or unwilling 

to return.  

 All refugees in the world have one thing in 

common; they cannot live peacefully, in safety and 

dignity in their home country. Many refugees flee their 

countries because of war or persecution. Many live in 

refugee camps or similar difficult circumstances for up 

to 20 years before being resettled.  Thousands of these 

individuals now call Nova Scotia home.  

 Resettlement is used to provide protection 

and a durable solution for those who cannot remain in 

their country of asylum. Of the 70,000 refugees who 

were resettled globally in 2012, Canada accepted 

6,226 refugees, behind Australia (9,988) and United 

States (50,097) according to UNHCR*. 

 From 2008 to 2012, Nova Scotia welcomed 

997 refugees, averaging almost 200 per year. This 

represents 8.3 percent of all immigrants coming to 

Nova Scotia. From 2008 to 2012, 79 percent of all 

refugees to Nova Scotia came as government assisted 

refugees.  

 What supports and services do refugees 

receive? Resettled refugees are permanent residents; 

they have access to all government services and 

programs, and they have the right to work. During 

their first year in Canada, government-assisted 

refugees are provided with immediate and essential 

supports for their most basic needs through the 

Resettlement Assistance Program.  

 The government contracts settlement 

agencies like ISIS to provide orientation and 

settlement support. These services include: greeting at 

the airport, temporary housing, help finding permanent 

housing, help registering for federal and provincial 

programs, support with budgeting, banking and using 

debit and credit cards, basic urban living orientation, 

and referrals to other services in the community.  

 Over the last 35 years settlement 

organizations have been on the forefront of refugee 

protection and support. Since 1980, ISIS has helped to 

settle approximately 6100 refugees from 40 different 

countries, including Afghanistan, former Yugoslavia, 

Bhutan, Colombia, Democratic Republic of Congo, 

Ethiopia, Iraq, Sudan, Somalia, Vietnam, and former 

Soviet Union republics. 

 To find out more about what you can do to 

mark World Refugee Day this year, visit 

www.unhcr.ca. To learn more about refugees in Nova 

Scotia visit www.isisns.ca. 
*United Nations High Commission for Refugees 

NEWCOMERS’  

NEWSLINE 
Update from Immigrant Settlement and Integration Services  

Amnesty launches 

Stop Torture 

campaign at  

Press briefing in 

Halifax 
 

By a Staff Reporter 
 

A 
mnesty International (AI) had a 

Press briefing on 13 May in 

Halifax to launch its new 

campaign Stop Torture.  

 Amnesty’s briefing provided an 

overview of the use of torture in the world 

today as a report of the thirty years of 

broken promises. 

 AI has accused governments 

around the world of betraying their 

commitments to stamp out torture, three 

decades after the ground-breaking 

Convention Against Torture was adopted 

by the UN in 1984. 

 “Governments around the world 

are two-faced on torture - prohibiting it in 

law, but facilitating it in practice,” said 

Salil Shetty, Amnesty International’s 

Secretary General, as he launched Stop 

Torture, AI’s latest global campaign to 

combat widespread torture and other ill-

treatment in the modern world. 

 “Torture is not just alive and 

well – it is flourishing in many parts of the 

world. As more governments seek to 

justify torture in the name of national 

security, the steady progress made in this 

field over the last thirty years is being 

eroded.” 

 Since 1984, 155 states have 

ratified the UN Convention Against 

Torture. But AI observes that at least 79 

of these are still torturing in 2014 – more 

than half the states party to the 

Convention.  

 The Stop Torture briefing 

detailed a variety of torture techniques – 

from stress positions and sleep deprivation 

to electrocution of the genitals – used 

against criminal suspects, security 

suspects, dissenting voices, political rivals 

and others. 

 As part of the campaign AI says 

it has commissioned a Globescan survey 

to gauge worldwide attitudes to torture. 

Alarmingly, the survey found nearly half 

(44%) of respondents – from 21 countries 

across every continent - fear they would 

be at risk of torture if taken into custody 

in their country. 

 Overall, we can see broad global 

support amongst the public for action to 

prevent torture,” said Caroline Holme, 

Director at GlobeScan. 

 Measures such as the 

criminalization of torture in national 

legislation, opening detention centres to 

independent monitors, and video 

recording interrogations have all led to a 

decrease in the use of torture in those 

countries taking their commitments under 

the Convention Against Torture seriously. 

 AI is calling on governments to 

implement protective mechanisms to 

prevent and punish torture – such as 

proper medical examinations, prompt 

access to lawyers, independent checks on 

places of detention, independent and 

effective investigations of torture 

allegations, the prosecution of suspects 

and proper redress for victims. 

 The organization’s global work 

against torture continues, but will focus in 

particular on five countries where torture 

is rife and Amnesty International believes 

it can achieve significant impact. 

Substantive reports with specific 

recommendations for each will form the 

spine of the campaign. 

Local News 

  

Omar - Baran Al -Isso, torture survivor, speaking at a Press briefing in Halifax. At right is  Alain 
Roy, Director of Campaigns and Activism, for Amnesty International Canada. 

By a Staff Reporter 
 

T he Filipino community in Halifax 

will celebrate its Independence Day 

on 7 June at the Saint Agnes Church on 

6903 Mumford. 

 The event celebrates the 

independence of the Philippines from 

Spain on June 12, 1898 after some 400 

years of occupation. Emilio Aguinaldo, a 

revolutionary leader exiled in Hong Kong 

during Spanish rule led the declaration of 

Philippine independence. 

 But the Spanish American war 

broke out on the heels of the declaration 

of Philippine independence and with the 

defeat of the Spanish, the Philippines was 

governed by the US for almost half a 

century.  The country finally won its 

independence on 4 July 1946 through the 

Treaty of Manila. 

 Fred Gaspar of the Filipino 

Association of Nova Scotia (FANS) told 

this reporter, the Philippines inherits much 

of its cultural legacy from the Spanish. 

|”Our family life, our sense of community 

and our Christian faith comes from the 

Spanish,” he said.  

 The celebration on 7 June is for 

all Filipinos and their friends, says Gerald 

Bermundo, the President of FANS. The 

event opens at 5:00 with several cultural 

performances, music and a food fair. 

“We’re expecting to see at least 150 

people at the event,” he says. 

 Later in the summer, the Filipino 

community shall be hosting its annual 

“Fiesta” on September 13 at the Bella 

Rose Theatre.  

 Bermundo says this is a public 

event with  admission fees. The event will 

be an exposition of Filipino culture, food 

and music with live music from the 

Filipino youth group, traditional as well as 

modern dance exhibitions. 

 According to official reports, in 

2013, nearly 30,000 Filipinos became 

permanent residents of Canada, ranking 

the Philippines as third in the top source 

countries for immigration to this country. 

 Bermundo says that increase in 

arrivals is evidenced in Halifax as well. 

“The new arrivals professionally cover  a 

range of trades from IT to nursing.” 

 But the temporary worker 

program appears not to be working too 

well for Filipinos. Gaspar, who is a social 

worker, says some Filipinos who are 

temporary workers are being exploited 

and given unfair wages. “Filipinos have 

an excellent work culture but are being 

exploited,” he says.  

Halifax Filipinos celebrate Independence in June, Fiesta in Sept. 

Last year’s Fiesta 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emilio_Aguinaldo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Manila_(1946)
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Canada will not 

support Russia’s 

accession to OECD 
 

Ottawa: May 7, 2014  
 

C anada’s Minister of International 

Trade,  Ed Fast has told the 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation 

and Development (OECD) that in view of 

Russia’s aggression in Eastern Europe, as 

more particularly evidenced in Ukraine, it 

will not support that country’s accession to 

the OECD.  

 “Canada welcomes the OECD’s 

efforts to reach out to non-members, 

particularly to significant emerging 

economies and takes note of the progress 

being made by Latvia and Colombia on their 

path to accession,” Minister Fast said.  

 “We are also encouraged by the 

good work being undertaken by both Costa 

Rica and Lithuania as they position 

themselves to embark upon their journey 

toward accession. Might I take the liberty of 

saying that these very standards and the 

prosperity and well-being they generate also 

play a critical role in securing global peace 

and security.” 

 It is in that light, he said, that  

Canada views the Russian aggression as 

troubling.  

 “The Putin regime’s military 

aggression and illegal occupation of Ukraine 

threaten the stability and security of Central 

and Eastern Europe,” he said.  “Those 

actions clearly contravene the over-riding 

principles and fundamental values that 

OECD members have committed to uphold. 

Indeed, those actions have become a very 

real threat to global security. 

 “The OECD has, for many years, 

been cooperating with countries that have 

undertaken significant economic reform 

efforts, including with the Russian 

Federation. Unfortunately, because of 

Russia’s recent actions, the countries 

represented at this table have collectively 

made the decision to postpone Russia’s 

accession process. This remains an 

important element in our coordinated 

international response to the Russian 

Federation’s acts of aggression. Canada fully 

supports this decision and will continue to 

work with its allies and like-minded 

countries to apply pressure that will further 

isolate Russia economically and politically.” 

 Minister Fast said Canada will not 

support its accession to the OECD until the 

Putin regime clearly demonstrates its respect 

for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 

integrity. 

 

Ambassador Bennett 

speaks up against 

wrongful detention of 

Bahá’ís in Iran 
 

May 14, 2014  
 

A  year after President Hassan 

Rouhani’s electoral campaign 

promises of equal rights for all Iranians, 

regardless of ethnicity and religion, the 

situation for Iran’s minority communities 

has not improved, Andrew Bennett, 

Canada’s Ambassador for Religious 

Freedom, said on May 14.  

 “Indeed, since President 

Rouhani’s election, we have seen an 

increase in detentions and executions of 

Iranians because of their faith. 

 “Today, on the sixth anniversary 

of the illegitimate arrest and 

imprisonment of seven of Iran’s national 

Bahá’í leaders, we are sadly reminded 

that the situation for Iran’s religious 

minorities remains dire, with nothing to 

show but President Rouhani’s empty 

promises.” 

 Ambassador Bennett said Iran’s 

Bahá’ís, Christians, Dervishes and Sunni 

Muslims continue to face harassment, 

arbitrary arrest, imprisonment and 

mistreatment by Iranian authorities for 

practising their faith and participating in 

their religious communities. 
 He said, earlier in May, the Iranian 

regime reportedly desecrated a Bahá’í 

cemetery in Shiraz, a violation of religious 

freedom that Canada condemns. 

 “It is simply not enough to speak 

words of support for rights and freedoms; 

action must be taken,” he said. 

 The Ambassador urged Iran to 

release all those who have been imprisoned 

in Iran for merely practising their faith, 

including Bahá’í leaders Behrouz Tavakkoli, 

Saeid Rezaie, Fariba Kamalabadi, Vahid 

Tizfahm, Jamaloddin Khanjani, Afif Naeimi 

and Mahvash Sabet, and the more than 100 

Bahá’ís currently being held in Iranian 

prisons whose only supposed ‘crime’ was to 

practise their faith.  

 Iran should uphold its international 

obligations to protect freedom of religion, he 

said.  

By Robin Arthur 
 

M 
el Earley could have chosen sailing or flying as his 

retirement project. But, instead, since retiring from 

a fast-paced marine insurance career, he has been 

building homes for low income societies in Central America 

and even building bridges among societies driven by conflict. 

 “It happened by chance,” he says. “I saw young 

people on a building site and I paused to talk to them. They 

told me they were building a Habitat for Humanity house for a 

family in Cole Harbour. So I joined them on a few Saturdays. 

Soon we were able to claim that we could fix anything with a 

hammer.” 

 Earley subsequently joined Habitat for Humanity’s 

Global Village Division and as team leader went on to build 

homes for low income societies in Central America including 

Guatemala, Honduras, the Dominican Republic and Costa 

Rica. 

 He says the organization is spread out across the 

world and that as a consequence, every 22 minutes, a Habitat 

for Humanity home is dedicated to a family somewhere in the 

world.  

 “Keep in mind, these are not homes built for the 

homeless or for those looking for shelter,” Earley says. “These 

are homes with interest-free mortgage with terms that include 

the fact should a householder lose his job, he gets a mortgage 

holiday.” 

 Earley began volunteering with Habitat for 

Humanity even before he quit his day job. He volunteered for 

the organization on his six-week vacation. It must have been a 

great passion because he says volunteers pay their way to 

building sites in different parts of the world as well as 

contribute $500 to the Habitat local office. 

 “It appeals to people with a social conscience;” he 

says.    

 In the Honduras, a Habitat home (8 x 10 metres) 

would cost approximately $3,000—substantially less than 

market price. “Of course, this also means that the house buyer 

puts in 500 hours of sweat equity,” Earely says.  

 The other factor for Habitat’s low price housing is 

that in countries like Canada, for example,  building materials 

are donated by the building supply companies, land is often 

donated by municipalities and mortgage money flowing in 

goes toward building more houses. 

 A few years ago, Earely got involved in the 

settlement of refugees approved by the UNHCR (United 

Nations High Commission for Refugees) and supported by 

Canada. He worked for Christians for Refugees—a collection 

of churches that have come together to support new arrivals. 

 “It was through this work that I became aware of the 

plight of refugees worldwide, especially in the Middle East 

and particularly in Palestine,” Earley says. 

 In 2012, he took an educational tour of Israel and 

Palestine with the Israeli Committee Against Home 

Demolitions (ICAHD). He says travelling through the West 

Bank, meeting with NGOs and Human Rights groups was an 

appalling eye opener.  

 Later, he joined the Ecumenical Accompaniment 

Program in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) which is a program 

of the World Council of Churches—Geneva, and subsequently 

spent six months on the West Bank providing protective 

presence to vulnerable communities.  

 The mission was to stand in solidarity with those 

Palestinians that live under the strict vigilance of the 

occupation authorities as they cross check points to go their 

farms, work sites or schools.  

 “The level of abuse and discrimination is less when 

we are present,” he says. “We could challenge a denial of 

entry, advocating through UN organizations.”  

 But Earley despairs.  “The occupation is so complete 

and oppressive, I cannot see the problem going anywhere. I 

don’t see a solution.  

 “It’s particularly hard to be a conscientious observer 

on the West Bank.”  

Local News Touch BASE  June 2014 

Canadian builds Habitat for Humanity homes in C. America, despairs of life on West Bank  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newcomers enrich  

our society 

with skills and new ideas 

Mel Earley 
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Forum on Religious Diversity examines Buddhist, Evangelical, Muslim traditions 
Halifax, NS  

By a Staff Reporter 
 

U 
niversity students and scholars of 

religion in Atlantic Canada came 

together in May to point to the 

diverse kinds of research taking place, 

identify knowledge gaps in religious diversity 

in the Atlantic provinces and strengthen 

professional networks in order to forge future 

research programs. 

 The Study of Religion in Atlantic 

Canada was the focus of the conversations. 

But on 21 May, a panel addressed a 

workshop on religious diversity. The forum 

was held at Saint Mary’s University. 

 Allyson  Marsh, a progressive 

evangelical  talked about creating spaces 

in youth ministry that allow teens from all 

walks of life to have a safe space with 

contemporary worship to learn about 

Christianity and to meet the youth where 

they are at, in both their faith and with the 

issues of being a teenager.  
 Touch BASE editor Robin Arthur 

talked about religious pluralism becoming the 

major challenge that diversity presents in 

Canada.  

 Arthur, who has convened two 

spiritual diversity conferences since 2011, 

said religious pluralism is a by-product of the 

country’s immigration program which is seen 

as being the life blood of Canada’s economy. 

 “But the 250,000 newcomers who 

come to Canada every year are not going to 

leave their religion at the door and come in. 

That’s because culture at its root is religious. 

How then, do we accommodate religious 

diversity in a secular framework of 

governance?” he asked. 

 He pointed to the vandalism of a 

Dartmouth mosque and later a mosque in 

Prince Edward Island in 2012 and drew 

attention to calls for the inclusion of Muslim 

Shari’a law into Canada's legal structure as 

well as calls for a designated river where 

Canadian Hindus may immerse the ashes of 

the deceased.  

 Canada, this far has done well in 

buffering these challenges, he said. 

 “It is with  that in view and with a 

stated objective of informing both social and 

security policy development, that these two 

spiritual diversity conferences were hosted. It 

was precisely to address these issues that I 

chose The Challenge of Peaceful Coexistence  

to be the theme of the 2013 conference.” 

 In conclusion, Arthur quoted Fr. 

Raymond DeSouza, the keynote speaker at 

the 2011 Spiritual Diversity Conference who 

said: “The growth of secular fundamentalism 

in public life can be successful in 

marginalizing religious voices, but that would 

be at the risk of radicalization.” 

 Swarna Weerasinghe, Assistant 

Professor, Community Health and 

Epidemiology at Dalhousie University 

provided a brief explanation of Buddhist 

tenets and its growth in the West, particularly 

in Canada.  

 In the 2011 census, around 366,880 

people in Canada (1.1 per cent) identified 

themselves as Buddhists. 

 Weerasingle also spoke about the 

various Buddhist traditions. “The Theravada 

tradition emphasises intellectual study of self 

cultivation through meritorious deeds,” she 

said. “The Shambhala  focuses on Zen, with 

an emphasis on compassion, mindfulness of 

the environment and meditation as a mind 

healing practice.”  

 Syed Adnan Hussain, Assistant 

Professor in the Department of Religion at 

Saint Mary’s University, did a presentation  

on the nature of a series of mosques in North 

America called the El Tahid Juma Circle 

(ETJC).   

 “The founders of the mosque re-

read the tradition against the grain explicitly 

informed by feminism, queer theory and 

human rights,” he observed.   

 Traditionally women and queer men 

would be restricted from leading the prayer in 

mixed congregations, and mosques would 

practice gender segregation during the prayer 

itself.   

 “But the founders of the ETJC 

explicitly opposed patriarchal structures in 

traditional forms of Islam and have declared 

that anyone who calls themselves a Muslim 

may lead the prayer without regard to gender, 

sexuality or sect,” he noted.   

 

Chris Hadfield 

coming to Truro, 

June 25 
 

Mt. Everest climber and social 

media guru to share stage at 

Gala 65—No Limits event 
 

T ruro will be welcoming Canada’s  

astronaut, Chris Hadfield, as the 

headliner for the event, Gala 65 - No Limits 

on June 25. 

 As commander of the 

International Space Station, Hadfield 

harnessed the unique power of photography 

and social media to make outer space and 

science both beautiful and exciting for 

young and old alike.  

 As author of the bestselling 

books, An Astronaut’s Guide to Life on 

Earth, and Postcards from Space, he 

showed us how lessons learned in space are 

applicable on the ground today. 

 “If you really want to inspire a 

kid, give him a box. Not an XBox - a box, 

because that’s where imagination starts,” he 

says.  

 Nova Scotians will get an 

opportunity to hear his stories first-hand on 

June 25 at the Rath Eastlink Community 

Centre in Truro when he headlines an 

evening that also includes Laurie Skreslet, 

the first Canadian to summit Mount 

Everest; and social media guru Kristen 

Christian, who created the Bank Transfer 

Day movement in the US. 

 “We are proud to bring two 

Canadian icons to the new Community 

Credit Union Arena, right here at home in 

Truro”, says Dianne Kelderman, President 

and CEO of the Nova Scotia Co-operative 

Council.  

 “This is a once in a lifetime event 

for our community. Bring your family, 

friends and your staff. They will thank you 

for giving them the gift of “creating 

history”! 

 Laurie Skreslet is a motivational 

speaker and published writer. His  book, To 

the Top of Everest, won two awards - 

Canadian best seller and Children’s Choice 

in 2004.   

 Skreslet’s movie, The Climb, 

conveyed that personal commitment, 

teamwork and preparation are the keys to 

success. Laurie has had 32 high altitude 

expeditions, including over 20 expeditions 

to Mount Aconcagua in Argentina, the 

highest peak in the Western Hemisphere. 

 Kristen Christian is an advocate 

for consumer empowerment and economic 

sustainability. She has led a sustained 

consumer initiative, Bank Transfer Day, 

which calls on consumers to switch from 

commercial banks to non-profit credit 

unions. 

 Tickets (General admission, floor 

or bowl seating) are priced at $35 and are 

available through TicketPro.ca and all  

other TicketPro Outlets. Contact Andrea 

Jackson, of Nova Scotia Cooperative 

Council at 893-8311 or email  at 

andrea@novascotia.coop. 

<www.gala65.ca> 

Our differences make 

us a stronger  

community 

Canada calls for 

release of China’s 

Human Rights 

defenders 
 

May 14, 2014  
 

C anada’s Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Deepak 

Obhrai has spoken out against the detention 

of Pu Zhiqiang, a leading Chinese human 

rights lawyer, and other well-known Chinese 

activists detained for their recent 

participation in a private meeting to discuss 

the upcoming anniversary of the events of 

June 4, 1989 in Tiananmen Square. 

 “Reports that Chinese authorities 

have arrested several participants in a private 

seminar on the events of June 4, 1989, on the 

grounds that they were ‘picking quarrels and 

provoking trouble’ are deeply disturbing, 

Mr. Obhrai said..  

 The Government of Canada calls 

on Chinese authorities to release Pu 

Zhiqiang, Xu Youyu, a social scientist, Hao 

Jian, a professor at the Beijing Film 

Academy, Liu Di, a freelance writer, and Hu 

Shigen, a pro-democracy activist, as well as 

a number of other activists currently in 

detention.  

 “Under the Chinese constitution, 

Chinese citizens enjoy freedom of speech, 

assembly and association. The detention of 

these individuals violates China’s domestic 

and international human rights obligations,” 

Mr. Obhrai said 

Panel speakers: (L to R) Allyson Marsh, Robin Arthur, Swarna Weerasinghe,  Syed Adnan Hussein 

https://ww3.ticketpro.ca/event.php?event_id=3684
https://ww3.ticketpro.ca/pos.php
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Ottawa makes changes to Immigration, Citizenship laws: What it means to you 
Pantea Jafari, a Barrister & Solicitor, provides a perspective on what 
the new changes to the immigration and citizenship law mean to 

newcomers—Editor 

 

A 
 significant overhaul of the Citizenship Act is in the 

works.  Coupled with the significant and ongoing 

changes to immigration laws, the proposed changes 

signal monumental reshaping of Canada’s regard for 

immigrants. 

 While detailed summaries of the proposed changes 

can be found online, this article focuses on the larger 

implications of the proposed changes. 

Temporary residents 
 With at least three notable routes to permanent 

residency (PR) eliminated without notice - six occupations 

within the Canadian Experience 

Class; the wiping out of the Federal 

Skilled Worker applications despite 

a constitutional challenge, and the 

wiping out of the Federal Investor 

Class applications presently before 

the courts - many are unexpectedly 

grasping at alternate routes to move 

to or remain in Canada with the 

goal of ultimately becoming 

citizens. 

 While one may now be in 

limbo longer awaiting conferral of 

PR, no part of that time will qualify towards one’s residency 

obligations for citizenship purposes. 

Permanent residents 
 With recent changes to immigration laws that allow 

one’s PR status to be revoked in more circumstances and at 

times without review, obtaining citizen status for immigrants 

is more important than ever.  If you presently qualify for 

citizenship, apply now before the changes come into effect! 

 PR newcomers will be required to reside in Canada 

for  four years out of the  six and must be physically present in 

Canada for at least half of each of the four years forming the 

residency qualifying period.  Citizenship judges will not have 

the discretion to forgive any shortages of residency for adult 

applicants despite compelling reasons for one’s absence.. 

 Furthermore, language and knowledge requirements 

will apply to applicants aged 14-64, and application fees will 

triple.  Many immigrants, especially older individuals, may 

never obtain the required language proficiency, or may have to 

submit to costly language testing further distancing them from 

the hope of acquiring citizenship. 

 PR newcomers must also demonstrate an “intent to 

reside in Canada” at the time of their application until its final 

determination, which can be up to 36 months.  This will create 

significant anxieties for people who have opportunities or 

commitments abroad and fear of having their application 

denied should they leave Canada during processing, while 

Canadians can travel as they desire. The bill, however, would 

allow the Minister to grant citizenship in certain circumstances 

on humanitarian grounds for those who fail to meet these 

requirements. It will also correct gaps in the Citizenship Act 

that prevent those “lost Canadians” who were born in or out of 

Canada to one or more Canadian parents in a variety of 

circumstances to finally be recognized as citizens. 

Naturalized Canadians 

 The amendments would allow the Minister to strip 

the citizenship of dual citizens convicted of certain offences 

such as treason, spying or terrorism, while more complicated 

cases will be decided by Federal Courts.  This is significant 

given the conviction may have resulted from unfair or illegal 

proceedings which may be overturned on further review - if 

one is not stripped of their legal rights to seek such review in 

the meantime.  Maher Arar did just that, for example, when a 

public inquiry cleared him of terrorism charges. 

 The Minister may also revoke the citizenship of dual 

citizens who served in the armed forces or organized armed 

groups of a country that was engaged in conflict with Canada.  

Without precise definition of what is an “armed group” and 

with mandatory conscription laws of many nations around the 

world, nationals of countries that Canada may engage in 

“conflict” with may be at risk. 

What this means globally 

 The retroactive changes to immigration related laws 

by the present Conservative government essentially means no 

matter where you land on the immigrant-to-citizen scale, you 

are at risk of having your status revoked.  This has and is 

causing  great panic around the world in people’s perceptions 

of Canada as a functioning democracy and an immigrant-

friendly country. 

 Notably, many NGOs, immigrant service providers, 

lawyer associations, human rights defenders, and the like have 

expressed significant concerns about the alarming paradigm 

shift proposed in bill C-24.  These amendments will affect the 

lives of Canadian immigrants and citizens alike, as well will 

affect the image and reputation of Canada. 

Minister Alexander officially kicks off Citizenship Week 2013 by wel-
coming 50 new Canadians at a special ceremony at the CN Tower    

Photo courtesy: CIC 
 

Pantea Jafari 

http://www.ocasi.org/ocasi-submission-bill-c-24-citizenship
http://www.nlstoronto.org/3/post/2014/04/submissions-to-the-standing-committee-on-citizenship-and-immigration-on-bill-c-24-strengthening-canadian-citizenship-act.html
http://www.cba.org/CBA/submissions/pdf/14-22-eng.pdf
http://www.unicef.ca/sites/default/files/imce_uploads/bill_c-24_brief_final_april_2014.pdf
http://www.nlstoronto.org/uploads/4/4/3/9/4439251/2014-04-27_iciwg_pcls_bill_c-24submissions_to_standing_committee_on_citizenship_and_immigration.pdf
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UN Chief cautions 

over breaches in  

S. Sudan ceasefire 
 

P olitical dialogue is the only answer to 

the conflict in South Sudan, Secretary

-General Ban Ki-moon stressed mid-May, 

as he urged maximum restraint by all 

parties amid accusations of breaches of the 

ceasefire agreement signed just a few days 

earlier. 

 South Sudan President Salva Kiir 

and former vice president Riek Machar 

signed an agreement to resolve the five-

month-old crisis in South Sudan, which 

has claimed thousands of lives, left nearly 

five million in need of humanitarian 

assistance and led to atrocities being 

committed by both sides. 

 “Now the onus is on both South 

Sudanese leaders to accelerate the 

momentum for peace,” Mr. Ban said as he 

briefed the Security Council following his 

visit to the world’s youngest nation to 

sound the alarm about the violence and the 

risk of catastrophic famine. 

 “If the conflict continues, half of 

South Sudan’s 12 million people will 

either be displaced internally, or as 

refugees abroad, starving or dead by the 

year’s end,” he warned. 

 The conflict has also displaced 

more than a million people, including 

more than 80,000 people who are 

sheltering at UN bases around the country. 

 While in the capital, Juba, Mr. 

Ban visited the Tomping protection of 

civilians site, which hosts some 20,000 

people. “I was moved by their welcome 

and appalled at the conditions they are 

having to endure, which are worse than in 

any of the many refugee camps I have 

visited around the world,” he said. 

 “The United Nations policy of 

opening our gates as an emergency option 

to protect innocent civilians is correct, 

unprecedented and not without 

considerable risk – to United Nations staff, 

to our relations with communities and to 

those we are trying to shelter,” the 

Secretary-General stated. 

 “I am proud of the actions of our 

United Nations peacekeepers and civilian 

staff. Their quick response and courage 

has saved tens of thousands of lives. 

 “But this is not a long-term 

solution,” he stressed. “This is an entirely 

man-made calamity and it needs the 

engagement of all actors to change 

course.” 

 Mr. Ban stressed the need for 

both sides to fulfil their commitment to 

allowing humanitarian access – by air, by 

road and, in particular, by barge along the 

Nile – and for the international community 

to support humanitarian action. 

Canada’s diversity  

is one of our  

greatest strengths 

Ban Ki-moon briefs the Security Council on his 
trip to South Sudan. UN Photo/Devra Berkowitz 

By a Staff Reporter 
 

W 
orld leaders meeting at a summit on Boko Haram 

in Paris mid May, agreed on a global and regional 

plan to eliminate the militant group’s threat to 

Nigeria and its neighbours and the rest of the world. 

 “Boko Haram is an organization with links to 

terrorism in Africa and which aims to destabilize Nigeria and 

countries beyond,” French President Francois Hollande  said 

at the opening of the summit. “We have been able to identify 

the links between Boko Haram and all terrorist organizations 

which are unfortunately active in Africa,” he said.  

 Presidents Goodluck Jonathan and Francois 

Hollande warned of Boko Haram's links to other terror 

organisations 

 In April the terrorist group abducted 223 schoolgirls 

in north-eastern Nigeria, where it is based.  

 Nigeria’s President Goodluck Jonathan speaking at 

the summit said Boko Haram is no longer a local terrorist 

group. “Since 2009 it has been operating clearly as an al Qaida 

operation . It’s no more the Boko Haram that came with 

sentiments that Western education is forbidden and that 

women should not attend formal institutions based on Western 

education,” he said. 

 President Jonathan commended world leaders 

cooperating in the initiative to eliminate Boko Haram and 

said: “We have collectively agreed to work together to rout 

those terrorists and as for those Chibok girls (in Borno state), 

there is total commitment to find them wherever they are and 

bring them back to their families.” 

 He said Nigeria has about 20,000 troops in the north 

of the country. “We have been scanning the areas with 

surveillance aircraft and using local intelligence services. This 

is complemented now with intelligence from France, United 

States, the United Kingdom and other countries. With this 

international cooperation, we shall find answers to those 

missing girls.” 

 Thousands of people have been killed by Boko 

Haram in recent years. 

 The Paris summit brought together President 

Francois Hollande, Nigeria's Goodluck Jonathan, and their 

counterparts from Benin, Cameroon, Niger and Chad.  

 African leaders spoke of waging “war” with Islamic 

militants. Cameroon's President Paul Biya said: "We are here 

to declare war on Boko Haram." Idriss Deby of Chad said it 

would be "total war". 

 Before it began, UK Foreign Secretary William 

Hague said regional powers needed to co-operate better when 

it came to cross-border intelligence. Boko Haram has some of 

its bases in the Mandara mountain range that straddles the 

border. But the long frontier has been disputed in at least two 

places in recent years. 

 Boko Haram released a video earlier in May, 

showing more than 100 of the girls and offering an exchange 

for prisoners. But President Jonathan has ruled out 

negotiations over their possible release, officials say. 

 US President Barack Obama, while talking with Al 

Roker of “The Today Show,” called the abduction of the 

Chibok girls  a “terrible situation,” and explained that the U.S. 

will send military and law enforcement advisors to Nigeria to 

support its efforts to find and free the girls. 

 President Obama said the US has  offered - and it’s 

been accepted - help from its military and law enforcement 

officials. “In the short term, our goal obviously is to help the 

international community and the Nigerian government as a 

team to do everything we can to recover these young ladies. 

But we’re also going to have to deal with the broader problem 

of organizations like this that can cause such havoc in people’s 

day-to-day lives. 

 In additional comments with Ginger Zee of “Good 

Morning America,” the President shared his hope that, after 

the teenage girls are rescued, this event will help “mobilize the 

entire international community to finally do something against 

this horrendous organization that’s perpetrated such a terrible 

crime.” 

Paris summit on Boko Haram vows to eliminate the terrorist threat 

US First Lady Michelle Obama joined the “Bring Back Our Girls” 
Campaign, in solidarity with the cause.      Photo: White House Blog 

http://www.un.org/sg/
http://www.un.org/sg/
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7666
http://static.un.org/News/dh/photos/large/2014/May/588278South_Sudan.jpg
http://twitter.com/FLOTUS/status/464148654354628608/photo/1
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By a Staff Reporter 
 

T 
h e  Nova  Sc o t i a 

Multifest is a great place 

to taste the culinary 

customs and traditions of the 

world, when the Halifax Seaport 

is transformed into a finger-

licking global kitchen. 

 What`s on the menu? 

The best of food from the 

Russians, the Lebanese, the 

Syrians, the Sri Lankans, the 

South Indians, at least three 

Chinese cuisines from the city`s 

very popular restaurants and 

associations including Cheelin, 

Jen`s and the Chinese Society of 

Nova Scotia; two Vietnamese 

cuisines from I Love Pho and 

Thuy`s, Islamic cuisine plus 

other popular offerings from 

restaurants including Caribbean 

Bliss, Song`s Restaurant 

(Korean) Rocky`s Original and 

African cuisine from Noblemay 

Catering Services. 

 There will be on-site 

chefs at interactive food 

stations—barbeque booths as 

well and for those looking to 

cool off with a sparkling 

refreshment, a beer tent will be 

standing by.  

 Food, like sport, is a 

great catalyst in bringing people 

together. The fact that 

Canadians today move from  

food stall to food stall, sampling 

Korean, Indian, Vietnamese, 

Lebanese, Russian food says 

that trust has been built over the 

years and perhaps a wider world 

view has opened up.    

 It is important to 

recognize that “identity” 

emerges on the street, in our 

schools and workplaces in the 

city. Ethnic festivals therefore 

represent backdrops against 

w h i c h  i n d i v i d u a l s  c a n 

participate in the politics of 

identity. Thus an event such as 

the multicultural festival may be 

considered symbolic where 

people of ethnic communities 

articulate a particular account of 

themselves in the ongoing 

narrative of Canadian identity.

Touch BASE June 2014  
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Street Party to rent summer air 
with revelry  
 

T 
he Multifest 30 gets off the ground with a Street Party 

on June 15 from 12 noon to 4:00 p.m.  

MANS has teamed up with Switch-Open-Streets and 

the Downtown Dartmouth Development Commission to bring this 

party to the street, starting at Portland from Alderney and going 

up to five corners. The street will be closed to traffic to make 

room for the fun.  

 A stage on Portland street will the focus of several 

performances. The event will begin with a blessing from a 
Mi’kmaq elder and aboriginal drumming`.  

 Then the picnic begins with a Caribbean party and 

pig roast, while live entertainment takes the stage. Audra 

Raulyns—top country singer has signed up for a performance 

and so have Urban Surf Kings.  

 The other events on the street include a martial arts 

demonstration, a card-making activity centre for kids (it`s 

Father`s Day anyway), a Scavenger Hunt sending participants to 

hideouts to trace and pick up the goodies.  

 

Educational Festival:  
Sneak Peek Day 
 

S neak Peek Day has been designed for school kids from 

Grade 3 to Grade 6. But admission is by invitation only. 

Nova Scotia schools are participating and the organizers are 

expecting at least 1,000 kids to the event which takes place on 

June 19. 

 The program has been broken up into four modules. 

That includes Acadian story telling (morning) 2. A Gaelic 

workshop 3. Vermi Composting (with worms) and 4. Smokey the 

Bear.  

 Furthermore, Sneak Peek Day will also present a 

Balloon Twister  who will be making life-size cartoon characters 
to entertain kids. The whole program is designed to be 

educational, the organizers say. 

 Two other star attractions will be Vineeta Rajani who 

will be doing Henna applications; and separately on the agenda, an 

African dance session. 

By a Staff Reporter 
 

T 
he 30th Nova Scotia 

Multicultural Festival  

shall be ready to get 

underway on 15 June for a week

-long event that kicks off with a 

Street Party.  

 The festival has made 

great strides since that first 

fledgling event in a community 

room at Dalhousie University in 

1984. Today, the fest engages 

not only our ethnic communities 

but all communities of diverse 

c u s t o m ,  t r a d i t i o n  a n d 

orientation. 

 “Acceptance  and 

inclusivity are the goals of the 

festival and just as well the 

theme in 2014 is Building Better 

Communities,” says Vicki 

Gesner, Education/Outreach 

Coordinator at the Multicultural 

Association of Nova Scotia 

(MANS), the festival organizers. 

 In order to engage all 

of the communities in the city, 

the Halifax Parade has been 

introduced this year and 

promises to make the carnival 

air permeate.   

 The parade which has 

been scheduled for Saturday 

morning will move from 

Garrison grounds to Spring 

Garden Road and most of the 

cultural groups in Halifax are 

expected to participate. 

 “The parade will be a 

carnival of culture out on the 

streets of Halifax celebrating 

our wonderful diversity,” says 

Ifty Illyas, the Executive 

Director of MANS.  

 “Our mission is to 

create an event for people of all 

ages and cultures to come 

together, build a community by 

bridging economic and societal 

divisions, cultivate inclusion 

and acceptance.” 

 Ilyas says the other 

new introduction to the festival 

is the Maritime Expo, designed 

to transform the festival site into 

an outdoor marketplace with 

fascinating displays, handmade 

crafts and art pieces. 

 The school kids get a 

great deal at this festival as well. 

The Education Festival Sneak-

Peek Day opens at the Halifax 

Seaport venue on Thursday, 

June 19.  

 The program has been 

designed to educate kids, while 

entertaining them as well. At 

least a thousand kids are 

expected to participate in Sneak-

Peek Day. Furthermore, on the 

festival grounds there will be a 

kids` yurt to amuse and educate. 

 There is plenty for the 

gourmet as well. Illyas says 

there will be on-site chefs at 

interactive food stations—

barbeque booths as well.  Plus a 

sparkling beer tent.  

 The range of culinary 

offerings include Chinese, 

Korean, Vietnamese, Indian, Sri 

Lankan, African, Caribbean, 

Islamic, Syrian, Russian and 

Lebanese cuisine.  

 The entertainment 

package has been cherry picked 

for a weekend of great music, 

rhythm and dance.. See story on 

P/9 
 Tickets (discounted 

for seniors and kids) will be sold 

at the gates. The festival ends on 

22 June. 

Multifest 30 opens June15:great music, food, street parties..  

Culinary traditions of the world at the Halifax Multifest 

Mongolian Yurt for the kids! 

Vineeta Rajani will be doing applications of Henna 

Dutch Robinson and his band will be entertaining at the festival 

Barbeque stations 

A global kitchen at the 30th Nova Scotia Multicultural Festival 
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By a Staff Reporter 
 

T 
he stage performers signed up for the 

30th Multicultural Festival were 

cherry picked to provide a weekend 

of great music, rhythm and dance at the 

Halifax Seaport grounds. 

 Audra Raulyns, a country singer 

will perform at the Street Party and will be 

doing a workshop, making musical 

instruments out of recyclable materials at the 

Children’s Pavilion. 

 The Headliner, of course, is Dutch 

Robinson, who is flying in with his blues and 

rhythm band.  

 Robinson has been acclaimed as the 

master of the contemporary love ballad. He 

has won three East Coast Music Awards and 

two African Nova Scotian Music Awards. 

Robinson has performed as lead singer for the 

Ohio Players and was featured on Cirque du 

Soleil’s Grammy-nominated album, Allegria. 

 On Friday, June 20, the 

entertainment will be around the traditions of 

Nova Scotia, says Tiffany Spencer, the 

Artistic Director at MANS.  

 “The performances on stage would 

include work by aboriginal groups, African-

Nova Scotian musicians and groups making 

Gaelic, Scottish and Irish music,” she says. 

This program is scheduled from 5:00 p.m. to 

11:00 p.m. Later between 9:00 and 10:30 the 

Burlesque Circus—a combination of LGBT 

performers will entertain with Roma Circus 

themes.  

 On Saturday, there will be dance 

and music from 11:00 am to 11:00 p.m. with 

live bands entertaining. The Lemon Bucket 

Orchestra from the Ukraine is flying down to 

Halifax especially for the occasion. This is a 

15-piece jazz infusion group.  

 The other entertainers on Saturday 

include the drum group Squid, Zulkamoon—a 

Spanish music group and Serpintine Studios. 

 Then later in the night comes the 

fun and dance. Monique and Laura will keep 

the thrill going with some rounds of belly 

dancing.  

 The Burlesque Circus performs 

again on Saturday between 9:00 and 10:30. 

 On Sunday, Sultans of String—a 

Toronto Group entertains at 3:00 p.m. and 

then later that night the festival`s Headliner 

Dutch Robinson and his blues and rhythm 

band entertains before the festival closes. 

Multifest entertainers to provide music, belly dancing, circus acts 

Squid Belly dancers Monique and Laura 

Audra Raulyns will perform at the Street Party 

Squid—the drumming band 

The Lemon Bucket Orchestra 
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(Xinhua)  
 

I 
ndian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

held talks, 27 May, with his Pakistani 

counterpart Nawaz Sharif on a five-point 

agenda, including cross-border terrorism, a 

day after he was sworn into office in presence 

of leaders of all seven South Asian nations as 

well as Mauritius. 

 During the 40-minute meeting in the 

Indian capital, Modi raised with Sharif issues 

like cross-border terrorism, Mumbai terror 

attacks trial and attack on the Indian consulate 

in the Afghan city of Herat, sources said. 

    "Modi told Sharif that terror attacks 

must stop. The Indian Prime Minister also 

raised the issue of the slow pace of trial in 

Pakistan of those accused of masterminding 

the 2008 Mumbai massacre in which over 170 

people were killed by 10 Pakistani militants,"  

sources said. 

 The Indian prime minister asked his 

counterpart why the perpetrators of the 

Mumbai terror attacks were not swiftly 

brought to justice, the sources said, adding 

that the two leaders also discussed the attack 

on the Indian consulate at Herat in 

Afghanistan late May. 

 Afghan President Hamid Karzai, 

who also attended Modi's inauguration, has 

blamed Pakistan-based banned terror group 

Lashkar-e-Taiba for the terror attack on the 

Indian consulate in Herat. 

 "Modi and Sharif also discussed  

bolstering trade ties and energy security," the 

sources said, adding that the country's new 

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj was 

also with Modi during his 

bilateral discussions with 

the Pakistani prime 

minister. 

 A f t e r  h i s 

meeting with Modi, 

Sharif visited Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee, who was the 

Indian prime minister 

when he last came to 

India. "We should remove fears, mistrust and 

misgivings about each other. I want to pick up 

the broken threads from where Mr. Vajpayee 

and I left off in 1999," he told the media. 

    Sharif had attended Modi's swearing

-in ceremony, 26 May, at the presidential 

palace, the first by the prime minister of one 

country to witness the inauguration of his 

counterpart in the other since India and 

Pakistan got independence from Britain in 

1947. 

 In a brief statement, Mr Sharif 

described the talks as "good and constructive" 

and said they were held in "a cordial 

atmosphere," the BBC reported. 

 "We agreed that our meeting in 

Delhi should be a historic opportunity for 

both our countries... This provides us the 

opportunity of meeting the hopes and 

aspirations of our peoples that we will 

succeed in turning a new page in our 

relations," he said. 

 India and Pakistan have fought at 

least three major wars in the past 60 years 

over the disputed territory of Kashmir. 

    Though both the countries have 

been holding bilateral talks to resolve the 

decades-long dispute, India's relations with 

Pakistan soured after the Mumbai terror 

attacks. Relations slightly improved under 

Modi's predecessor Manmohan Singh, but 

there have been regular skirmishes on 

international borders. 

 Experts say that the talks between 

Modi and Sharif are "ice- breaking" as the 

Indian prime minister wants to forge a strong 

relationship with neighboring Pakistan, but 

not at all by compromising on issues like 

terror on which he and his Bharatiya Janata 

Par t y have  a  ha rd l ine  s t ance . 

    "Modi led his party to a landslide 

victory in the general elections, which gave 

him the mandate to reach out to Pakistan. It 's 

now up to Pakistan to reciprocate India's 

gesture," Delhi-based political analyst Prof 

Ajay Sharma said.   

  

India’s Modi talks tough on terror with visiting Pakistani PM 

Swearing in of India’s PM, Narendra Modi 

 

Pakistan PM Sharif 

Thailand’s coup 

leader gives no 

timeframe for 

elections 
 

T hailand's coup leader Prayuth Chan- 

ocha has not provided a timeframe for 

the next election after he was endorsed as 

chairman of the National Council for Peace 

and Order (NCPO) by a royal command on 

May 26. But some Thai academics believe a 

new election is unlikely to take place within 

a year, says a Xinhua 

agency report. 

 Prayuth has 

vowed to implement 

sweeping reforms 

before elections, saying 

democracy will return 

once peace and order is 

restored in the country. 

 The military 

seized power in the 

South East Asian 

nation late May, saying 

it planned to return stability to Thailand 

after months of unrest. 

 The move followed six months of 

political deadlock as protesters tried to oust 

the government of Yingluck Shinawatra. At 

least 28 people were killed and several 

hundred injured during the protests. But the 

coup has drawn widespread international 

criticism. 

 

Prayuth Chan- ocha 
Photo: Wikipedia  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7c/Shri_Narendra_Modi_sworn_in_as_Prime_Minister.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:PrimeMinisterNawazSharif.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Prayuth_Jan-ocha_2010-06-17_Cropped.jpg


By Golda Arthur 
 

W 
hen Brazil won the bid to host the 

World Cup in 2007, a wave of 

euphoria spread across the 

country. 

 Back then, it was the darling of the 

new bloc of emerging economies, and the 

only way, it seemed, was up. The mood in the 

country couldn’t be more different now. 

 The World Cup, a global soccer 

tournament held every four years, begins 

June 12 and is a month-long sporting event 

amongst 32 nations. 

 It’s an ambitious undertaking for 

this enormous country: 12 venues will host 

matches, spread across three time zones and a 

few different climates. 

 Soccer – “futebol” in Brazil – is a 

national passion, and Brazil has won the 

World Cup five times, playing with 

characteristic flair and skill. But as the host 

this year, it hasn’t covered itself in glory – 

even before the championship begins. 

 Brazilians’ love of the game has 

been overshadowed by political wrangling 

and social unrest – with economic problems 

at the root of the issues.  

 The preparations have been frenzied 

and difficult. There are allegations of 

corruption in the building of the facilities, 

with the cost of hosting the cup ballooning to 

US $11 billion at the time of publication. 

 The bill for the stadia alone is an 

estimated US $4 billion, and this in particular 

has become a sore point. Take the stadium in 

Brasilia, for example, a city of 2.5 million 

people. A price tag of approximately US 

$900 million makes this the second most 

expensive soccer arena in the world (behind 

Wembley in the UK). 

 And there’s another problem: “The 

city doesn’t have the people to fill that 

stadium without the World Cup,” says Regina 

Filippov, publisher of Brazilian Wave, a 

magazine for Brazilian Canadians. “Many of 

the stadiums in the northeast as well are in a 

similar situation, so people have seen this as a 

sign of wastefulness”. 

 All of this has been funded by 

public money, which has led to an outpouring 

of resentment. 

 People have taken to the streets 

time and again this past year, often in violent 

protests intended to draw attention to the 

deep inequalities in Brazilian society. 

 And Brazil’s relationship with 

FIFA, soccer’s governing body has also 

soured. In short, it’s a bit of mess. 

 “I have no doubt that they will pull 

out all the stops to look good in the eyes of 

the world,” says Professor David Black, 

director of the Centre for Foreign Policy 

Studies at Dalhousie University  in Halifax. 

 “Brazilians will want to come 

across as warm and efficient hosts. But the 

difficulties of mounting this event in the face 

of governance challenges and deep inequality 

are substantial.” 

 Brazilian officials say there will be 

a positive, long-term impact from the World 

Cup, and point to improvements in 

infrastructure and transport, as well as new 

airport terminals in Sao Paolo and Brasilia. 

 But some economists are concerned 

that the protests have damaged Brazil’s 

reputation on the world stage, and will keep 

investors away. 

 Even soccer legend Pele criticized 

the way the World Cup preparations were 

being handled, saying at a press conference in 

Mexico: “Some of this money could have 

been invested in schools, in hospitals. Brazil 

needs it. That’s clear. On that point, I agree 

(with the protests). But I lament what 

protesters are doing, which is breaking and 

burning everything. It’s money that we will 

have to spend again.” 

 “I wouldn’t want to predict 

disastrous breakdowns,” says Professor 

Black. “But what happens after the event will 

be crucial.” 

 And the after-taste of the World 

Cup will have an impact one way or the other 

– President Dilma Roussef faces re-election 

this year, and in 2016, the country will host 

the Olympics, preparations for which are also 

beset by problems. 

 There is some hope on the horizon 

though - Brazil is a favorites to win this 

tournament, and if they manage to beat off 

competition from Spain (2010’s winner) as 

well as Argentina and Germany, it might well 

heal some of the wounds caused by the messy 

and disappointing lead-up to soccer’s greatest 

tournament. 
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Dilma Rousseff (2nd from right) and Pelé (center) following the works in Belo Horizonte   

Photo: Roberto Stuckert Filho/PR 

Street protests against economic troubles press ahead as Brazil braces for World Cup 

US getting impatient 

with Venezuela 
 

U S Secretary of State John Kerry has said 

that patience with the Venezuelan 

government is running out  across the region 

over its failure to address the country's serious 

political crisis. 

 He called on President Nicolas 

Maduro to reopen negotiations with the 

opposition which collapsed over a dispute 

about the release of political prisoners. 

 At least 42 people, from both sides 

of the political divide, have been killed in 

street protests this year, according to a BBC 

report.  

 Speaking during a visit to Mexico, 

Mr Kerry said that the United States was still 

considering imposing sanctions against 

Venezuela, but he hoped such measures would 

not be necessary. 

 

Dominican citizenship 

bill passed 
 

T he Dominican senate has approved a bill 

to grant citizenship to Dominican-born 

children of immigrants. 

 It was proposed by the president 

after the country's highest court ruled last year 

that the children of undocumented migrants 

were not automatically eligible for Dominican 

nationality. 

 The ruling drew international 

criticism and soured relations with Haiti.  
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Europe’s far-right 

parties cause 

“political earthquake” 
 

F ar right parties across Europe caused a 

political "earthquake," with a string of 

victories in voting for the European 

Parliament late May. 

 In France, the National Front, led by 

Marine Le Pen, notched up 24.95 per cent of  

the votes, according to official estimates, well 

ahead of mainstream parties UMP and the 

Socialist Party. Le Pen was quoted by CNN as 

saying .. “the win showed that people want to 

see change in Europe.” 

 Right-wing parties also gained 

ground in the UK, Denmark and Austria, 

according to projections posted on the 

European Parliament's official elections 

website. 

 French President Francois Hollande 

and German Chancellor Angela Merkel have 

said the EU must now focus on jobs and 

growth to counter the support for Eurosceptic 

and far right parties, said a BBC report. 

 

Ukraine’s army takes 

control of Donetsk 

airport 
 

U kraine's interior ministry said 27 May 

that the military is now in full control of 

the airport in the eastern city of Donetsk after 

a day of bloody clashes. 

 According to a BBC report, the 

insurgents confirmed that at least 30 pro-

Russia separatists were killed. Kiev said the 

army suffered no casualties. Armed separatists 

had tried to take over the airport on May 26. 

 Ukraine's new President Petro 

Poroshenko then vowed to tackle "terrorists" 

in the east "within hours, not months," the 

report said. 

 But Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 

Lavrov called on Mr Poroshenko to stop 

military operations in eastern Ukraine 

immediately and implement a roadmap for 

peace negotiated in Geneva on 17 April.     

 

Belgian police hunt 

for killer at Jewish 

museum 
 

B elgian police have launched a nationwide 

manhunt for the suspect in the fatal 

shooting of three people at the Jewish 

Museum in Brussels.  

 The police are appealing to the 

public to help identify the suspect. An Israeli 

couple  and a French female employee of the 

museum were killed in the attack. 

 Security has been stepped up at 

Jewish sites across Belgium in the wake of the 

attack. 

 According to a CNN report, images 

from the Jewish Museum show the gunman 

behind the deadly attack approaching the 

building, opening fire, and walking away. 

 
CAIRO, May 28 (Xinhua)  
 

E 
gypt's former military chief Abdel 

Fattah al-Sisi  has swept the 

presidential elections with an 

overwhelming majority of votes. 

 Sisi's campaign team was quoted 

as saying that he got over 93 percent of the 

ballots from the 2,000 polling stations that 

were counted. His sole rival leftist Hamdeen 

Sabahy  secured fewer than 760,000 of the 

24.7 million votes counted, the state-run Al 

Ahram newspaper reported. 

 The turnout was about 46 per cent, 

according to media reports, despite a 

massive push to get more people to polling 

stations. Many groups boycotted the vote.  

 Hundreds of Sisi supporters took 

to the streets of Cairo in the early hours of 

29 May, as results emerged, waving 

Egyptian flags, setting off fireworks and 

honking their car horns, the BBC reported. 

 Mr Sisi had deposed President 

Mohammed Morsi last July after mass 

protests and has overseen a bloody 

crackdown on Mr Morsi's Muslim 

Brotherhood movement in which more than 

1,400 people were killed and 16,000 

detained. 

 The Brotherhood said it would 

boycott the vote, as did many liberal and 

secular activist groups. 

 Egypt’s presidential election 

extended into its third day, May 28, as 

authorities unexpectedly added an extra day 

over fears of a low voter turnout in the 

country's first elections following the 

removal of Egypt's first popularly elected 

president, Morsi, last year. 

 The BBC's Orla Guerin in Cairo 

says Egypt's new president will inherit a 

crippled economy, a low level insurgency, 

and a bitterly divided nation. 

 He had aimed to win 40 million of 

54 million registered votes, to show that he 

had the support of the majority of Egypt. In 

the event, it appears about 25 million voted. 

 In Egypt, the voter turnout during 

the elections has become a subject of 

extreme debate. Many popular talk show 

hosts have claimed a high voter tally is key 

to sealing the "legitimacy" of the winner. 

    For months, mainstream Egyptian 

media has praised the popularity of ex-

military chief Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi, who led 

Morsi's ouster, exhorting the public to 

support him. The field marshal was expected 

to get an easy win over his sole rival, leftist 

leader Hamdeen Sabahy, who finished third 

in the 2012 presidential elections. 

    But on 26 and 27 May, the official 

election days, images of empty polling 

stations and reports of low participation 

flooded the television screens of Egyptian 

audiences, prompting the election 

commission to add another day in an effort 

to avoid an embarrassingly low level of 

voter turnout. 

 "The transparency and integrity are 

key for measuring successful polls, and not 

the high or low turnout," said Salah Sallam, 

a member of the state-backed National 

Council for Human Rights. 

 Extending the two-day voting 

period will open "the door for argument" and 

harm the transparency of the electoral 

process, Sallam told the  news agency 

Xinhua. 

 Talk show hosts supporting the 

elections chided Egyptians for their lack of 

participation, blaming everyone and 

everything from voter apathy, boycotts, and 

travel obstacles.  

 Prime Minister Ibrahim Mahlab 

responded to the worries by declaring May 

27 a public holiday in the hope that more 

Egyptians would come out to vote. 

 These measures create a 

"confusing" and "worrying" atmosphere in 

the country, says Mohamed Samy, head of 

the Karama Party, which is independently 

collecting data on both campaigns. 

    The secretary general of the 

election commission, Abdel Aziz Salman, 

said that early estimates put the turnout at 

around 37 percent of the nearly 54 million 

registered voters in the first two days of 

voting, the official news agency MENA 

reported. 

 But this estimate was a significant 

drop from the 2012 elections that Morsi 

won, which had a voter turnout a little under 

52 percent.. 

 According to Samy, Egyptians are 

politically-exhausted, after taking part in 

seven polls in the past three years of turmoil 

including three referendums over two 

constitutions, two parliamentary elections, 

and two presidential polls. 

 Extending the voting into a third 

day could be seen as "an official admission 

of the worries of the authorities over low 

turnout," he added, saying the move was 

unnecessary. 

EUROPE 

Jordan and Syria 

expel ambassadors in 

row over “insults” 
 

J ordan says it has expelled the Syrian 

ambassador over "repeated insults" 

against the kingdom. 

 The Jordanian foreign ministry 

said it considered Bahjat Suleiman a persona 

non grata and gave him 24 hours to leave the 

country. It said he had made numerous false 

allegations, accusing Jordan of harbouring 

Syrian rebels. 

 Syria has responded by expelling 

the Jordanian charge d'affaires in Damascus. 

The Syrian ministry of foreign affairs 

denounced the decision to expel Mr 

Suleiman as "unjustified", Syrian state 

media said. 

 Jordan is host to about 600,000 

people fleeing the escalating conflict in 

Syria between forces loyal to President 

Bashar al-Assad and opposition fighters. 

 Mr Suleiman in the past has 

reportedly referred to the refugees as 

"terrorists" on Facebook, AFP news agency 

reports. 

 

UN Chemical 

weapons inspectors 

in Syria attacked 
 

A  convoy of chemical weapons 

inspectors and UN staff that was 

travelling to a site of an alleged chlorine gas 

attack in Syria has been attacked. 

 The Organisation for the 

Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) 

said they were all safe and well, and were 

travelling back to their operating base, 

according to a BBC report. 

 The OPCW did not say whether 

they had been kidnapped in Hama province, 

as the Syrian government earlier claimed. 

 The first report of the attack on 

their convoy reportedly came from the 

Syrian foreign ministry, which said six 

inspectors had been "kidnapped" along with 

their five Syrian drivers,  

 

Pope Francis invites 

Peres, Abbas to peace 

talks in the Vatican 
 

P ope Francis has invited the leaders of 

Israel and the Palestinian Authority to 

travel to the Vatican for a "peace initiative," 

after earlier calling for a two-state solution 

to the intractable conflict, the BBC reported 

late May. 

 ."In this, the birthplace of the 

Prince of Peace, I wish to invite you, 

President Mahmoud Abbas, together with 

Israeli President Shimon Peres, to join me in 

heartfelt prayer to God for the gift of peace," 

Francis said. 

 The Palestinian side, reportedly, 

has accepted the invitation and Palestinian 

Authority President Mahmoud Abbas will 

go to the Vatican, a Palestinian Legislative 

Council member, Hanan Ashrawi, told CNN. 

 The Israeli President's office said 

that he welcomed the invitation. "President 

Peres will support, any attempts to progress 

the cause of peace," his office said. 
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Disability Tax Credits 
 

L et’s talk about Disability Tax Credits 

(DTC).  This credit is a non refundable tax 

credit. If you are, for example, caring for 

someone with Dementia, some of these credits 

are transferable to any relative or spouse upon 

whom the person with Dementia is dependent, 

and these credits can be filed in order to reap the 

tax benefits.  

 There are two other important tax 

credits for caregivers and eligible dependents. 

Both can be claimed so long as either have not 

been claimed by another person. 

 If you are DTC eligible, then did you 

know that under the Home Buyers Plan, which is 

usually set up for First time homebuyers, the 

DTC eligible person can use their own RRSP up 

to $25,000 to access this program.  

 If you are a relative (as in spouse/

partner/ascendant/descendent or sibling) of a 

DTC eligible person you can use your own 

RRSP's. The home must be more accessible or 

suited to the disabled person's needs and then 

you are able to access the RRSP fund without 

having to pay tax on the withdrawal. The same 

repayment requirements are applicable. 

 Under the Lifelong Learning Plan 

(LLP) this program allows you to access up to 

$20,000 from your RRSP when you are enrolled 

as a full time student in an eligible education 

program without having to pay tax on the 

withdrawal as well. 

 Usually this program is just for “full 

time students” but it is also allowed for part time 

students who are DTC eligible. Maybe in the 

reinventing period of retirement, going back to 

school might be something to consider! 

 Now let’s see what else is possible 

once you have DTC eligible status. If you are 

under the age of 59, there is the RDSP or 

Registered Disability Savings Plan. Most people 

that I speak to about this automatically say they 

are not eligible. It is the least understood 

program out there, I think! So let me show you a 

couple of examples: 

 A 55 year old woman with 

fibromyalgia, received a $8000 tax credit when I 

encouraged her to apply for DTC eligibility. She 

contributed $10,500 in November to the RDSP 

and another $10500 in January 2014. As of 

March, her balance is now $45000 

 Another family with an income of 

$25,000 being self employed opened an RDSP 

for their 16 year old son lately. The client was 

unaware of the RDSP so we opened one without 

putting a dime into it.  Even though they did not 

have any extra funds to add, by December she 

had managed to save $300 and due to the grants 

and bonds, the fund is now worth $5000 as of 

March 2014.  

 Consider looking into this further, and 

do not assume that you would not receive this 

without going through the process.  If you don’t 

try, you won’t find out! 
 

Kathleen Caught is a Consultant with Investors Group 

Financial Services Inc.  She can be reached at 

Kathleen.caught2@investorsgroup.com or by calling 
902-468-3444 ext 256 
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How NOT to Create A Million Jobs 
 

I 
t was almost too painful to watch: Tim Hudak and top 

Conservative luminaries kicked off their campaign for the 2014 

Ontario election in a Toronto music recording studio. Problem: 

that studio is supported in part by recording and production industry 

grants from the provincial government — exactly the kind of 

“corporate welfare” that Mr. Hudak routinely rails against.  

 Reporters asked about this seeming contradiction and after 

a couple of kicks at the can Mr. Hudak abruptly walked off the stage 

— leaving his confused host, studio owner and former rocker Gil 

Moore, standing alone at the mike like a deer in the headlights.  

 Moore later told reporters that he supports the 

government’s music industry subsidies, but endorses Mr. Hudak 

anyway — aging rock stars are known for many things, but 

consistency is not one of them. 

  Quite apart from the incredible 

contradictions of this botched photo-op, a 

separate claim that Mr. Hudak made during 

the episode is worthy of more serious 

consideration by Ontario voters. Mr. Hudak 

summed up his job-creation vision with this 

succinct quote: 

  “The biggest thing that we can do 

to actually create jobs in the province of 

Ontario is to balance the budget.” 
  This is actually a surprising 

statement. The generic claim that fiscal 

restraint is ultimately “good” for the 

economy runs through the whole ideology of 

austerity, of course. But rarely does a 

politician directly equate deficit-reduction 

with job-creation, and with good reason. 

How does attacking a deficit and balancing 

the budget—something that involves belt-

tightening, sacrifice, and cutbacks—actually 

create any jobs at all? 

 Every macroeconomics student 

learns the basic national income accounting 

identity: Y = C + I + G + (X – M) 

  At any point in time, output must 

equal aggregate demand (apart from 

inventory adjustments), which is comprised 

of four major components: consumer 

spending, business investment, government 

spending and net exports. These are the four 

engines of expenditure that drive economic 

growth—and Canada’s macroeconomic 

problem right now is precisely that none of 

these engines are really in gear.  

 Balancing the budget in the immediate sense requires 

either more taxes and/or less government spending. That means 

either cutting G directly, or else cutting disposable income (and 

hence C) through higher taxes. We know which of these options Mr. 

Hudak prefers. In fact, since he is advocating tax cuts in this 

election, the ultimate reduction in government spending required to 

balance the budget will have to be even bigger. 

  Ontario’s deficit in 2013-14 was $11.3 billion. Reducing 

provincial spending by 1.6 per cent of provincial GDP will 

inevitably create a reduction in the demand for labour. Due to knock-

on effects on consumer spending, business activity, and other 

variables, the final reduction in spending is greater than the direct 

reduction in government spending.  

 In other words, simply and aggressively balancing the 

budget through spending cuts would eliminate about 165,000 jobs in 

Ontario.  

 Those spending cuts might be spread over several years, in 

which case the job losses will also be spread out over several years 

— but they will still occur. The benefit of doing it gradually, is that 

the job losses resulting from austerity have a better chance of being 

offset by job-creation occurring in other parts of the economy.  

 The jobs are still lost, but are less visible in the aggregate 

net data. Balancing the budget through tax increases instead of 

spending cuts would be somewhat less damaging to employment, 

since the impact of tax hikes on GDP is somewhat smaller than the 

impact of spending cuts — especially tax hikes for high-income 

earners and corporations, but the impact on employment of an $11.3 

billion tax increase -with no offsetting change in government 

spending- would also be obviously and strongly negative. 

 In fact, these international agencies do not even identify 

balancing the budget as a priority at all. Rather, they endorse a more 

cautious goal: a “sustainable” fiscal balance. 

  To claim that a balanced budget is good for employment, 

the Conservatives and any economists who support them must 

invoke various indirect channels and side-effects from eliminating 

the deficit. Moreover, those indirect effects must be big enough to 

more than offset the direct contractionary impact of the initial 

substantial loss of spending power.  

 For example, an oft-cited belief of budget-cutters is that 

business investment will increase, thanks to greater “confidence” 

about Ontario’s “economic fundamentals.” This is far-fetched: 

surveys of business executives list many 

factors hampering business investment 

spending, but the size of the provincial deficit 

is never listed among them. Business lobbyists 

tend to support austerity, of course — but 

because they favour the resulting reductions in 

government programs, not because it will 

“allow” them to invest more capital. 

 Equally far-fetched is the idea that 

consumer spending will increase after 

governments cut their own spending: super-

rational households are assumed to understand 

that a long-term reduction in tax burdens is the 

ultimate and beneficial result of austerity, and 

hence they pre-emptively jack up their own 

spending. These and other general equilibrium

-type behavioural adjustments are abstract, 

theoretical, and empirically invisible. But they 

are the only basis on which Mr. Hudak and 

others could claim that eliminating the deficit, 

in and of itself, will actually create jobs. 

 In short, though it seems like 

“common sense” given the dominance of 

austerity ideology in recent years, Mr. Hudak’s 

simple-minded claim that the best way to 

create jobs in Ontario is to balance the budget 

is devoid of economic content and credibility. 

  Despite all of this, I agree with Mr. 

Hudak on one point: job-creation is the most 

important issue facing Ontarians. Ontario’s 

employment averaged 6.9 million in 2013 

including part-time, self-employment, and 

other forms of precarious work. Creating a 

million jobs over eight years (as Mr. Hudak 

promised) would be an increase of around 15 per cent, or an average 

annual rate of job growth of  two per cent. This would require a 

significant acceleration of GDP growth: to get two per cent 

employment growth normally requires annual GDP growth in excess 

of three per cent once productivity growth is added into the equation.  

  Meeting this goal would thus require - in my estimation -  

sustained expansionary measures by government, combined with 

powerful measures to stimulate business investment and exports -

two of the other key engines of GDP that have been especially 

stagnant — across Canada, not just in Ontario.  

 Mr. Hudak’s initial policy agenda is mostly a recycled 

business wish list: cut taxes, cut regulations, pay for training, cut 

energy costs, free trade. Its logic is 100 per cent trickle-down 

economics: anything that’s good for business, is good for jobs.   

 Ontario’s deficit today is overwhelmingly due to the 

downturn in employment that accompanied the 2008-09 financial 

crash and recession. Restoring the employment rate to its 2008 level 

would mean 250,000 more jobs, and generate billions in additional 

revenues through personal income taxes, HST revenues, growing 

spending, and other streams. The deficit will take care of itself, if 

and when we put Ontarians back to work. 

  Mr. Hudak’s comment at the campaign launch, therefore, 

should be turned precisely on its head: “The biggest thing that we 

can do to actually balance the budget in the province of Ontario is 

to create lots of new jobs.” 
Jim Stanford is an economist with the Canadian Auto Workers union and writes 

a regular economics column for the Globe and Mail. 
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Amnesty International  479-2222 

Canada World Youth  422-1782 

Canadian Catholic Association 

for Development and Peace  

422-8428 

Canadian Crossroads International 

  

422-2933 

CUSO Atlantic  1 800 676-

8411 

Nova Scotia Gambia Association  423-1360 

Medecins Sans Frontiers 492-1642 

Oxfam Canada  425-7877 

Save the Children – Canada  445-5530 

YMCA (International Dept) 422-9622 

  

Immigrant Settlement & 

Integration 

Service  (ISIS)  

423-3607 

YMCA 457-9622 

Challenge AIDS and Malaria in Africa

(CHAMA) Contact: Olugu Ukpai  

Halifax Refugee Clinic 

431-4630 

 
422-6736 

 

Fédération acadienne de la Nouvelle

-Écosse (FANE)  

433-2028 / 

433-2085  

PEI Association for Newcomers to 

Canada (PEI) 

(902)  

628-6009 

Multicultural Association of 

Fredericton (NB) 

(506)  

452-0653 

YM-YWCA of Saint John 

(NB) 

(506)  

646-2389 

Multicultural Association of 

Greater Moncton Area (NB) 

(506)  

858-9659 

African Diaspora Association  

of the Maritimes 
404-3670 

Alrasoul Islamic Society 

Contact: Talib Abidali 
443-6360 

Albanian-Canadian Community 

Association Contact: Zeqira Rexhepi 

445-0671 

Arab Canadian Association of the 

Atlantic Provinces  

Contact : Dr. Ismail Zayid 

429-9100 

Association of Pakistani Canadians of 

Nova Scotia  Contact: Aiyaz Mirza 

435-3912 

All Women's Empowerment and 

Development Association (AWEDA) 

Contact: Rosamond Luke 

407 2203 

Baha’i Community of Halifax  
Contact: Sharon Chesley-Smith 

425-8188 

Black Cultural Society  
Contact: Henry Bishop 

434-6223 

Canada Palestine Association  
Contact: Ismail Zahid 

429-9100 

Canadian Lebanon Society  

Contact: Lena Diab 

499-5437 

Croatian Cultural Society 

(AJMATOS) 

Contact: Zeljko Lukavecki  

852-4541 

Chinese Society of Nova Society  
Contact: George Kwan 

434-3885 

Filipino Association of Nova Scotia 

Contact: Gerald Bermundo 

478-7169 

German Canadian Association of NS 

Contact: Mr. André Trzebiatowski 

259-3006 

Indo-Canadian Association of Nova 

Scotia   Contact:  Umesh Jha  

423-4212 

Italian Canadian Cultural Association 

E-mail: icca@eastlink.ca 
453-5327 

Iranian Cultural Society 

Floora Rigahi / Mitra Mansoor 

457- 8791 

Islamic Information Foundation 

Contact: Jamal Badawi 

445-2494 

Uganda Canadian Association of the 

Maritimes 

Contact: Herman Ssebazza:  

457-1913 

Korean Association  

Contact: Chang Kang  

429-9178 

Maritime Association of Sri Lankans 

Contact: R.K. Samarsekera  

434-6554 

Multicultural Association of N.S. 

Contact: Ifti Ilyas 

423-6534 

Multicultural Council of Halifax/

Dartmouth 

Contact: Mr. André Trzebiatowski 

259-3006 

Russian Society of the Maritimes 

Contact: Dr. Tatiana Rossolimo 

464-0913  

Scandinavian Society of Nova Scotia 

Contact: Knut Lonningdal  

456-5611 

South Indian Cultural Association of 

the Maritimes (SICAM) 

Contact: Venkatesh Thyagarajan 

422-0638 

The Redeemed Christian Church of 

God Jesus House Halifax 

Contact: Gladys Omamofe 

423-5629 

Turkish Society of Nova Scotia 

Contact: Mehmet Iskin 

401-2703 

United African-Canadian Women’s  

Association 

Contact: Felicia Egham 

457-0812 

  

Nova Scotia Interpreting Services 

Contact: Ann Cochran 

425-6604 

Queen Elizabeth II Health Sciences 

Centre (QE II)  

Camp Hill 

New Halifax Infirmary  

Victoria General 
IWK Grace Health Centre 

473-4222 

 
 

473-3537 

473-2110 
470-7111 

Immigration Settlement & Integration 

Services (ISIS) Formerly MISA/HILC 

423-3607 

HRSB Adult ESL at QEH and St. Agnes 

Church locations  

421-7779 

Saint Mary's University (TESL)  420-5691 

Metro-region Immigrant Language 

Services (MILS) 
 

 

 

464-2868 

 
 

Alcoholic Anonymous  461-1119 

Catholic Pastoral Centre   
(Orientation, advocacy, settlement and 
support services for refugees) 

429-9800 

Family Service Support Association  
Prevention, intervention and treatment 
of child abuse and neglect. 

455-5515 

IWK Health Centre  
Extra Support for Parents (ESP) 
Volunteer Service. 

Contact: Cindy Smith-MacDonald 

470.7111 

Salvation Army Family Services   

The family service programs include a food 

bank, emergency clothing and furniture, 

summer camping,  job search, income tax 

assistance, workshops. 

422-1598 

  

 

Centre For Women In Business 

(Business counselling and training for women 

who want to start a business). 

 

457-6449 

HR-PROS 

HR pros provides strategic human resources 

management services and advisement to 

businesses, local governments and the not for 

profit sector.  <www.hr-pros.ca> 

877-1887 

Human Resources Development Canada  

(Career resource centre, computerised job 

bank, job listings, posted advertisements, 

information on  affirmative action programs, 

training opportunities). 

426-5607 

Immigrant Settlement & Integration  

Services (ISIS)   

(Employment counselling, New Beginner’s 

program, Computer Lab, Resource Centre)    

423-3607 

  

MULTICULTURAL ASSOCIATIONS AND CLUBS  INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

IMMIGRANT SERVICES  

HEALTH SERVICES  

ESL SCHOOLS 

FAMILY SERVICES 

EMPLOYMENT & BUSINESS 
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